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County tops Princeton n
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nament. Weiskopf leads in
Kemper Open. Sports.
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Costliest Blaze In Bluefield's History - - -

Fire Guts 9 City Businesses

oy

SN

(Aerial photo by Melvin Grubb)

Smoke rises from Bluefield's Bradmann Building as firemen battle Thursday blaze

More than 100 persons worked in nine business offices, shops in building
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‘moves designed to

Atlantic alliance.
The two leaders failed in a
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U.S., France
Still Divided
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Damage resufung e firy K

through the

Capt. Poe said that the blaze is believed to
ave started either in Bradley’s Ladies Shop or
Bradmann Building on Bland Street Tabor’s Market. He added that the cause may

in Bluefield early Thursday and destroyed or have been from delecuve wiriny

geverely damaged nine business establshments
has been estimated in excess of $1 million.

t of the dama,

“But he
know. We may
e is the highest

added,

“right now we just don't
never know for sure.

Spokesmen said that the Princeton Fire

resulting (rum any single bl u in Bluefield's Department was placed on a stand-by basis and
the Bluefield, Va, Fire Department volunteered
Firemen—who fought the blaze for more than its assistance if

history, firemen said.

sight hours before bringing tunder control ate firemen responded to the ala
Thursday morning-—were stil wemng down the

smoking ruins late Thursday

Additional reports,

pictures on page 6

Until early Thurs

needed. A total of 27 Blueficid

rm
rnoon, Bland Street

between Rarnsey Street and Federal Street was
Hluchield Fire Chif Lee Puckett S Firennan closed to traffic due to the fire trucks and
Curtis Thompson were admitted to Bluefield hoselines. Two-way traffic was established on
Sanitarium after suffering smoke inhalation. Federal Street, causing several tie-ups during
pexk period of from 8 and 9 a.m.

Bradmann
t)lt Blueheld

Building is located between
Municipal Building and the

Appalachian Power Company building. Neither

adjoning structure was Ureatened by the fire.

lachian

employes reported for work

ThiERday morming b pere dlmiseed ot 10 acm.
due to heavy smok

e in the building. Ramsey

School, which is also located in the vicinity of the

fire, was also closed for the day.
A'minor fire on Williams Street was reported

Chief Puckett also sustained a burn on his ab- before the Bradmann Building blaze was
domen. Both were reported in “satisfactory” brought under control. A flaming mattress in the
home of James Green was extinguished by
The two-story Bradmann Building contained Mayor Edwin Elliott, Dan Lucas of WHIS
Bradiey's Ladies Shop, Bradiey's Bridal Shop, Tom Buckley of radio station WK

condition.

Flat Top

Ingurance Ageocy
macy, Jennifer's. Hat

ket,
Bishop Optical Company, McHugh Adjustment s Buikding on o North Stveet.
Bureau and General Adjustment Bureau. business

All of the
the blaze with the exception of
Shop and Hankla’s Pharmacy,

sustained_extensive

Agency. All

Mervin G. Ander:

but that “it would
million.”
figure closer to $1.5 million.

ann Building fire was the second
major bsze n the Bluefied area wthin the past
y 23 blaze—t

been lrlns;red by lighting—~ dellrnyed the

two weeks. A

grandsta

and dressing
rooms at Bowen Field cluallu damage of more

than $160,000.

Fire department officials said that the blaze

's Phar-
Tabor’s Marl

Bradley's Bridal
both

By late Thursdly mornmg Flat Top Insurance

a temporary office in the
“We're back in

andare already taking cals,” company
establishments were destroyed by officials said Thursday
Bluefield’s last major e prior

o to the one ot

of which Bowen Field was a 1966 blaze which destroyed

$1

to have

e smoke and water damage. Georgia Lumber Company.
‘The building is owned by Flat Top Insurance:
of the firms in the structure
were repartedly covered by insurance,
lerson, treasurer
surance agency, said that no official e
the damage would be available for several days
run more than
Other unofficial estimates placed the

day of intensive talks to settle
specific economic and political
differences. Page 1.
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REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
- sidents Nixon and Pom-

artment Capt. Richard Poe said that §

WASHINGTON — H. R. toward revitalizing the
Haldeman

swering

sal y that
“at no time, nor in any way,”
did he participate in covering
up the Watergate affair while he

pidou agreed Thursday on a
series of moves designed to re-

cast American-French relations | maj

tic
alliance.

The two leaders failed in a
day of intensive talks to settle
specific economic and pol.luul
differences.

But they arranged a set of

nator and on
parate investigating com-
mittees. Page 2.
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defections to the Republican
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are wissing Usited Mise
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e e
, but at the same

ying the

bracing everyone from
players to Ncycnm wﬂl [ inio
effect Friday. Page 7.
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Street
sda

Buchanan * County,
Cireuit Judge Glyea
Thursday entered a

Va.,
Phillips

whicl

for both sides said could
gmooth the way for eventual s
uti

The diplomatic procedures
could lead 1o an unprecede
Sommi o the aders of 16 Av
lantic countries, although Nixon
and Pompidou stopped far
short of agreeing on
sity of such a major inter-
national

neces- | continued U.S.-French friend-

ship.between the United States
and its European allies — a
goal of Nixon's

term foreign policy.

pact o the crisis on both sides
of the Atlanti

Nixon and Pompmou agreed
it is vital that UL troops re-
main in E

T the long twilight of the lee-
landic spring, they joined in a
dinner at a country estate, lift-
ing their glasses in toasts to

ship

Overhead picture shows roof damage

Fire brought under control after eight hours

bursting out as a result of the air space between

the false ceiling and the tile

Officals of Flat Top Insurance Agency said
'rul some of the company's records were in fire-
cabinets and could probably be
Spokesmen for me JSdjustment

'y hoped thaf of their

salvaged
bureats said that
records could be dig
presmpuon rcconis
were reported

out of

sav
Two trucks from | Blueﬂekl: Northside Fire
the original alarm which
in by BiuetieldPatroiman Monte 38
Wall who was working the midnight to 8 a.m.
blaze 4

Station re:
was_turne

nded

shift. After the extent of

discovered, Chief Puckett lummnmd two

ditional
Station

pumpers from the

Witness said that at one point flames were
the air” and could be
seen from the Bluefield-Princeton Road.

“‘going 40 or 50 feet int

the rum.l Some
's Pharmacy

ld-
Southside Fire

Chief carried from building

Fireman in satisfactory condition

The summit talks on the
fringes of the arctic will not
conclude until midday Friday,
but nearly identical statements
by U.S. and French spokesmen
made clear no settlement is in
sight on the specific trade,
monetary and mmury differ-
ences that have rela-
{ions. between the lwo coun-
tries.

The statements indicated,
however, that the

presidents
had struck something of a com-
mise on the br issue of

efforts will be undertaken
o rebulld the Atlantic partner-

Nixon virtually abandoned a

ious call by his assistant,

lenry A. Kissinger, for a new
Atlantic charter.

Apparently further diluted
was the Nixon-Kissinger idea of
linking specific econormic, polit-
ical and defense issues together
in a sort of transatlantic “super
negotiation.” European leaders
have indicated preference for

hng with such issues sepa-

‘l'h: French president sig-

By HERB LITTLE
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)
Democratic defections to the
Republican _minority _shook
loose §218 million in pnkuly

- priation El.ll:‘rwl\ a HAmle Fi-

oo
committee—acting  without
dissent——reported the 34
Moore-recommended appro-
priation bills to the floor with-

com-
mittee, by a 196 vote, sent out
wit commendati
10 increase the consumer sales
tax from three to five per cent
and remove the tax entirely
from

The appropriation bills and

the sales tax measure all re-
ceived routine first reading on
the House floor later in the
day. They will be at amend-
iment stage when the House re-
convenes Friday
In other developments in the
legislature's special session
A House-passed school con-
struction aid bl received 204
Senate approval after the Sen-
ate amended the bill in one re-
spect into a form which caused
Moore to veto a similar meas-
ure passed by the legislature’s
reguldt session earlier this

year.

ouse-passed 86-10 and
gm o e st
tration bill to consolidate the
state governments' scattered
environmental functions under
one super-agency —a proposed

new_department of Environ-
mental Protection and Control
sed constitutional
amendment to permit sheriffs
to serve two consecutive terms
was approved 93-4 by the House
and now goes to the Senate.
fore approving the budget
bill passed in the regular ses-
sion, Moore made deletions and
cuts' which in general revenue
appropriations alone amounted
10 over $1% million. He pro-
posed reallocation of this mon-
ey and more by submitting $218
million worth of supplemental
appropriations to the current
special session
Planning a state Supreme
Court test of the governor’s ac-
tion on the regular session
budget bill, the Democratic
leadership sought to hold the

State Appropriation Bills Totaling
$218 Million Freed From Deadlock

new appropriation bills in com-
mittee at least until it is deter-
mined whether the court will
docket the sull now scheduled

mittee failed in an altempt to
override Chairman Billy B.
Burke, D-Gilmer, and have the
appropriation bills put on the

(Page Two Column Four)
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The
provides another excellent
excuse for not mowing the lawn.

gasoline  shortage

contempt
citation against, Southern Tri-
State Corporal
e

viously granted to Junlor
Long, a former employe of
the trict

28 of the United Mine Workers
. Page

Two mn candidates for
J

Miners Pull For Unity:

CHARLESTON, W. Va. (AP) — Coal miners are winning
United Mine Workers district elections under the baner of
Miners for Democracy, but at the same time the victors are
saying the MFD has done its job and should be laid to rest,

o 1180t what we wanted —he right o elect ur

id Jack Perry, newly elected president of Dis
Southern West Virginia, “But we are United Mioe
and ot Miners for Democracy.”

That feeling, that the union itself comes before the
faction that has overthrown the old regime, is reflected by
other district officers who have been elected in past weel

The MFD grew from the murder of Joseph “Joc
Yabloaski, who ried and aied o unseat . A, “Tony” Boyle
from the union’s presidency. It forced court-ordered
tions in the unfon and pushed rola il %o the UMW
presidency last December

ndidates have swept to victory in Districts 17 and
31 in West Virglain; 5.4, and 25 In Pennsylvania, and last
yreckend an MFD slate captured all three afces i Distrct
12 i Dlinois. However, miners in eastern Kentucky's District
3 voied sireagly I siicers whe ars fermer Boyle sup-
porters.

£ 17 in
Worke:

'‘MFD Has Done Its Job'

That puts about half of the union's 200,000 members in
MFD controlled districts, but new officers say that distinc-
tion should not be emphasized because it could stir up new
disputes.

"W dou't care whether he's » Miller man or a Boyle
man, as long as he's a coal miner,” Lawrence Hays, a
monitor in Indiana's District 11, slldlﬂ new officials. “That's
all behind us now. We're all United Mine Workers.”

“Forget the MFD,” said Ken Dawes, newly elected
Distrct 12 president and former national cochairman of the

FD.

Observers porus out that internal dispates still flare up,
and a union official conceded that the UMW does not yet
speak with one voice.

“Some of the wounds will stay fresh just because there
sre seme divislons," be said

t UMW members are more optimistic about

anity since the MFD sweep in the 24,000-member Distrit 17,
Miller's home base.

(Page Two Column One)
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Senate Votes To Halt Money
For Indochina Bomb Missions

_ WASHINGTON (AP) —

Senate voted 63-19 Thnrsmy to
stop spending money for U.S.
bombing in Cambodia and
Laos.

An amendment by Sen.
Thomas F. Eagleton, D-Mo.,
was added to a H
$3.6-billion supplemental appro-
priation bill

Administration backers in the
Senate said the amendment is

“tying the hands” of President
Nixon in current negotiations to
solidify compliance with the
Ji 27 Vietnam cease-fire
agreement

Before the vote, the Pentagon
said it has already reduced the
B52 bombing raids by one-third.
One reason, 9
has been the failure by Con-
gress to act on a request to
transfer money from one mili-
tary account to another. The
$45-million transfer is tied up
in the money

The amendment voted by the
Senate was viewed by its sup-

——
West Virginia,

Virginia Voting
FOR:
Byrd, W. Va.; Randolph, W.
Ya. By, Vs
AGA
Scott,

——re—
porters and apponents alke a3

to bombing
raids carried on nearly three
months in support of the gov-
wrrmest of on Nal in Co-
bodia

St faces major difficulties

nate-House confer-

em commmtee tries to work

out a compromise between the

Senate language and the word-
of a weaker House version

Senate was stili to act on

the full bill.
Before the final vote on the
amendment, the Senate turned

down two attempts to weaken
it

Rejected 63-17 was an amend-
ment by Sen. Robert A. Taft,
R-Ohio, to permit continued
bombing of North Vietnamese
forces in Cambodia.

Voted down 5-25 was an
amendment by Sens. Robert
Dole, ReKan., and Jesse Helms,
RN.C., w bombing to

“ontinue until the President re-
ported he was satisfied that

North Vietnam had accounted
for US. personnel missing in
action in

Eagleton told the Senate both
amendments
congressional

stitutional authoity or justifi-
cation.
m absolute ban on the use
of any funds heretofore appro-
priated (or Us. mnu- in
Cambodia and Laos faces an

(hn‘lbu_ﬁ-}
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